
 

 

Minutes 
Nevada State Emergency Response Commission 

Funding Committee Meeting 
Professional Engineer and Land Surveyor’s State Board Room 

1755 E. Plumb Lane, Suite 130 
Reno, Nevada 
June 15, 2006 

 
Members Present       Members Not Present Staff 
Richard Brenner, Chair  Stacey Giomi   Karen Kennard 
Susan Crowley (teleconferenced) John Helmreich  Bruce Ferrel 
Larry Farr        Suzanne Adam 
         Glade Myler 
      
     Guests  
         Joe Curtis    Carolyn Levering 
     Harriet Ealey   Cathy Ludwig 
     Eric Eggen   Craig Nixon 
     Scott Henneforth  Russel Peacock 
     Doug Homestead  Steven Silva 
     Kacey KC   Gary Stagliano 
     Kelly Kuzik   Steve Tognoli 
            
           
I. Call to Order 
 Richard Brenner, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m. 
 
II. Introductions 

Members, staff and guests introduced themselves as shown above. 
 

III. Old Business  
Larry Farr made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2006 meeting.  
Susan Crowley seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.  
 

IV. New Business   
A. Discussion/Review/Recommendation of fiscal year 2007 United We Stand   

(UWS) grant applications 
   Karen Kennard advised there was $617,000 in UWS grant requests.  As of 

May 31, the fund stands at $576,000, not including receipts coming from 
DMV for June or the last quarter interest.  Ms. Kennard estimated another 
$25,000 coming in for the month.   

   Glade Myler, Senior Deputy Attorney General, gave a brief synopsis of the 
UWS funding.  The funds for the grant are collected from the United We 
Stand license plates.  Ms. Kennard added the funds are to be spent to support 
preparedness to combat terrorism.     



 

 

 Mr. Farr stated SERC has policies and standards for hazardous materials.  He 
further stated there is a $30,000 limit and the UWS grant application needs to 
display the relationship with combating terrorism.  Ms. Kennard advised there 
is policy for granting the UWS funds requiring all training requests be 
submitted to the State Fire Marshal’s Office (SFM) first.  If SFM cannot 
provide training, then an agency may apply through the SERC.  There is a 
$450 contract maximum per day amount.  All administrative compliances still 
apply for LEPCs.  Because none of the applying State agencies are a part of 
the SERC system, the administrative compliances do not apply to them.   

 Ms. Kennard advised the guidelines within the policy are also in the grant 
application kit.  Ms. Kennard also stated quotes are needed if an agency is  
requesting an item that is not on the SERC equipment list.   

 Mr. Brenner stated the Planning and Training Subcommittee met prior to this 
meeting and looked at the administrative eligibility of all the LEPCs as to 
plans and exercises.   

 A discussion ensued about the justification for combating terrorism in the 
grant applications.  In the future, justification will be added and required in 
the next grant application kit.   

 The Committee considered each application and made recommendations.      
 Carson City LEPC –  
 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of Carson City LEPC’s 

application with matching city funds of $15,000 contingent upon receiving 
justification as to how these requested items relate to combating terrorism.   

 Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.   
 Churchill County LEPC – 
 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of Churchill LEPC’s 

application contingent upon the application being signed by an elected official 
as required, the LEPC Compliance Certification being signed by the LEPC 
Chair, LEPC meeting minutes are submitted to show action was taken to 
approve the grant application, bids are received on all items listed without 
bids, and justification as to how these requested items relate to combating 
terrorism.   Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved 
unanimously.   

 Clark County LEPC –  
 Ms. Kennard advised the request is $772 over the grant limit.  The goals and 

objectives do not match and there was no budget narrative.   
 Mr. Brenner and Ms. Crowley abstained as members of the LEPC.  The 

Committee took no action on Clark County LEPC grant application and 
referred this item to the SERC.   

 Douglas County LEPC –  
 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of Douglas County LEPC’s 

application contingent upon submittal of corrected LEPC meeting minutes 
regarding approval of this grant application and explanation of the difference 
between the LEPC request and the application, provide a title page with 
original signatures, submittal of the Certified Assurances and the LEPC 
Compliance Certification forms and justification as to how these requested 



 

 

items relate to combating terrorism.  Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which 
was approved unanimously.   

 Elko County LEPC –  
 Mr. Farr stated there are some matching funds identified from the sheriff’s 

office for the bomb equipment.  
 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of the Elko County LEPC’s 

application.  Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved unani-
mously.   

 Esmeralda County LEPC –  
 A discussion ensued about whether this request was related to combating 

terrorism.   
 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of Esmeralda LEPC’s 

application contingent upon requesting training from SFM, the amount be 
adjusted to $199.99 for jackets and reduce $552 for travel, and justification as 
to how these requested items relate to combating terrorism.  Ms. Crowley 
seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.   

 Humboldt County LEPC –    
 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of Humboldt County LEPC’s 

application with matching funds of $174, less the Level A suits at $6,006, a 
receipt of a report on their most current exercise, and justification as to how 
these requested items relate to combating terrorism.  Ms. Crowley seconded 
the motion which was approved unanimously.   

 Lincoln County LEPC –  
 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of the Lincoln County 

LEPC’s application with training items under the training category, contingent 
upon justification as to how these requested items relate to combating 
terrorism. Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved 
unanimously.   

 Lyon County LEPC –  
 Steve Tognoli, LEPC Co-Chair, advised they will provide matching funds by 

paying the additional costs of P25 compliant radios.     
 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of Lyon County LEPC’s 

application contingent upon the application being signed by the appropriate 
county official and justification as to how these requested items relate to 
combating terrorism.  Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved 
unanimously.   

 Mineral County LEPC –    
Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of the Mineral County 
LEPC’s application with a match of $221.09.  Ms. Crowley seconded the 
motion which was approved unanimously. 
Nye County LEPC –  
Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend Nye County LEPC’s application be 
denied based on noncompliance of submitting an updated hazardous materials 
emergency plan.  SERC staff shall notify Nye County LEPC of the reason for 
this recommendation.  If a plan is received by the SERC before the July 
meeting, the SERC can consider whether or not to approve the application.  



 

 

Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.   
Storey County LEPC –     
Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of the Storey County LEPC’s 
application contingent upon submitting a request to the State Fire Marshal’s 
office for training, and justification as to how these requested items relate to 
combating terrorism.  Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved 
unanimously.   
Washoe County LEPC –    
Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval for the Washoe County 
LEPC application with a match of $18,736 with training center items funded 
under the training category, and contingent upon receiving LEPC meeting 
minutes and justification as to how these requested items relate to combating 
terrorism.  Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved 
unanimously.   
White Pine LEPC –  
Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of White Pine County 
LEPC’s application contingent upon receiving proof of EPCRA publication 
and justification as to how these requested items relate to combating terrorism.  
Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.   
        

Break from 12:10p.m. – 12:19p.m. 
 
 Welfare Department –   
 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of the Welfare Department’s 

application contingent on quotes on some items and justification as to how 
these requested items relate to combating terrorism.   

 Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.   
 University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV) –  
 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of UNLV’s application 

contingent upon receiving two quotes on the generator compliant with State 
law, and review State vendors to see if the generator is available at a lower 
price and justification as to how these requested items relate to combating 
terrorism.  The grant will be reduced accordingly, if a lower price is found.  

 Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.   
 State of NV Library and Archives –  
 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval for the State Library and 

Archives’ application contingent upon proper quotes being received and  
justification as to how these requested items relate to combating terrorism.  
The grant will be reduced accordingly, if a lower price is found.  Ms. Crowley 
seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.   

 Department of Conservation – The Nevada Division of Forestry, and the 
Nevada Division of State Parks – The Division of Forestry and the Division of 
State Parks have agreed to split the grant monies.  A decision ensued with the 
Funding Committee and representatives of both divisions.   

 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend applications for the Nevada Division 
of Forestry and the Division of State Parks be resubmitted under their 



 

 

department head as required by the grant application in the maximum amount 
of $30,000 contingent upon the requirements under SERC Policy 8.2a, and 
justification as to how these requested items relate to combating terrorism.   

 Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.   
 Department of Business and Industry – Taxicab Authority, and the 

Transportation Service Authority –  
 There was no representative for the Transportation Service Authority.  A 

discussion ensued between the Funding Committee and representatives from 
Taxicab Authority.   

 Mr. Farr made a motion to recommend approval of the Taxicab Authority 
application with training items funded under the training category.   

 Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.   
 Mr. Farr made a motion based on previous action to recommend the 

Transportation Service Authority grant be denied.  Ms. Crowley seconded the 
motion which was approved unanimously.   

 
 Mr. Farr made a motion to forward recommendations to the SERC for their 

approval.  Ms. Crowley seconded the motion which was approved 
unanimously.  

 
 Mr. Brenner suggested the Funding Committee meet before the SERC 

meeting and set the next meeting for July 13 at 9 a.m.    
B. *Discussion/Recommendation regarding possible revision to use of SERC 

 grant money to include, but not limited to, payment of LEPC chair 
 salaries 

 Ms. Kennard stated there are continuing complaints by LEPC chairs and a 
 county commissioners regarding the lack of funds for LEPC chair salaries.  
 Ms. Kennard stated much of the required training is provided through HazMat 
 Explo and SFM, most plans only require exercise and maintenance, and 
 equipment has been purchased through SERC and other grants.  No LEPC 
 members were present to speak on behalf of this agenda item.  A discussion 
 ensued about the issues concerning paying LEPC chair salaries.  
 No action was taken.   
C. Report of fiscal year/program audit of Esmeralda County performed by 

 SERC staff 
 Mr. Ferrel advised he trained Esmeralda LEPC staff on the Hazardous 
 Materials Emergency Plan Handbook, attended a LEPC meeting and audited 
 the past three years.  Everything is going well with the Esmeralda County 
 LEPC.     

          Mr. Ferrel also traveled to Nye County and met with the Emergency 
Management staff and assisted with ideas on organizing meeting minutes and 
agendas.   

 
V.      PUBLIC COMMENT   

 Mr. Farr stated the Funding Committee needs to recommend the Policy     
 Committee establish guidelines and a policy for distributing the UWS funds.     



 

 

      
 
VI.      ADJOURNMENT 
 Mr. Farr made a motion to adjourn at 1:10 p.m. 
 


